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NOTE FROM PASTOR REBECCA

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, between Blair and Missouri Valley on Hwy 30, is one of my favorite places
to spend a little time enjoying the trails and taking some pictures. Whenever I drive into the park, I am instantly transported back to our 4th grade field trip that my grandmother chaperoned, bless her heart. It is such a
beautiful place, and as I walk on the trails, take pictures of the trees, and watch the birds gather on the water, I
am always surprised by how calm I feel.
Usually I am the multi-tasker who always has a few plates spinning, but when I am out there, I get to put all of
that aside and it feels great.
You see, taking time to get away and to get lost in the beauty of nature has become a deeply spiritual and
deeply renewing experience, but I’ve had to make that time a priority on my calendar otherwise it gets lost in
the shuffle of life and family and work. And I have a feeling that I’m not alone. Many of us forget to make
those times a priority in our lives.
So, as we begin this new year, I invite you to give yourself permission to do the following – slow down, make
mistakes, be vulnerable, and please yourself. Bill Selby the Director of the Center for Pastoral Effectiveness
calls those the Four Permissions. He reminds us to choose those when we feel like we are being pushed to
hurry up, be perfect, be strong, and please others. (Those are the Four Pushers and they never lead us anywhere healthy.)
Can you see why life gets so complicated sometimes? Whenever those “pushers” are at work it can be hard to
find joy and peace and rest – we’ve got too much to do, people to please, and expectations to meet. However,
those “permissions” help us re-evaluate what is most important and what truly matters – they help us reclaim
that “abundant life” that Jesus talked about time and time again in the Gospels.
It is a new year, and that means we get a fresh start! I hope you’ll join me in choosing a more joyful and abundant life this year. Do the things you love to do. Make the time to do them. And don’t let anyone make you
feel guilty for it. We’ve been given permission to live life to the fullest – so, let’s go for it!
And, who knows, maybe we’ll see each other out on the trails – live well!
In Christ,
Pastor Rebecca

Worship With Us!
Us!
SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00AM Traditional Worship Service
10:30AM Contemporary Worship
10:30AM Sunday School Classes

Join Us for...
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Midweek Ministries include
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Adult Bible Studies,
Confirmation Classes, Triple G Youth Group

ELKHORN HILLS
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20227 Veterans’ Drive
Elkhorn, NE 68022
(402) 289-4764
www.elkhornhillsumc.org

General Conference Updates
Great Plains Conference delegates to the special session of General Conference, scheduled for Feb. 23-26,
2019, in St. Louis, have drafted the following letter to United Methodists in Kansas and Nebraska. The letter
shares some thoughts based on feedback delegates have received during town hall meetings and in emails
and letters sent to them since August. Anyone who still wishes to send a note to the delegation may do so by
sending an email to: gcdelegates@greatplainsumc.org. More information can also be found at:
www.greatplainsumc.org/cowf.

Beloved in Christ,
It’s now less than three months until the special General Conference to be held in St. Louis, Missouri. Thank you
for your prayers and your feedback as we engage in the hard work of discernment and decision-making on behalf
of our church.
We are also thankful to Bishop Saenz and the conference staff, who held town hall meetings in each district over
the last several months to present information about the proposals coming before the special General Conference.
Members of the delegation were present at the town hall meetings so that we could hear concerns and questions
from laity and clergy across our conference.
As of the date of this letter, we have also received more than 220 emails sent to gcdelegates@greatplainsumc.org
expressing opinions on one or more proposals, sharing essays, stories, and biblical references to aid our discernment. We have also had many conversations, in person and on social media, to help us hear the wide variety of
viewpoints in the Great Plains.
Not surprisingly, each plan submitted to the General Conference has vocal support within our annual conference
as well as vocal opposition. Our delegation, too, has members with very different viewpoints, members who support different proposals, and members who are somewhere in-between. We continue to study and learn so that we
can understand the consequences of each plan from the global to the local level. We want to advocate for the best
way forward for our beloved church, a way that maximizes the United Methodist witness in as many places as
possible around the world. It is likely that we will not come to total agreement as a delegation. But we are working together in Christian love and expect to do so through these anxious times. We hope that the laity and clergy
of our conference will strive to do so as well.
We know going into the special General Conference, whatever the outcome, including the possibility that no proposal gets sufficient support to pass, persons will be heartbroken. Laity and clergy, many whom have given lifetimes of service to the UMC, are anxious about the future of their local churches and their denomination. We also
know that, after General Conference, God will continue calling each of us to ministry, and the Holy Spirit will
continue to lead. As the storm battered the boat containing Jesus and his followers, they called out, “Teacher, do
you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus calmed the sea and asked his disciples, “Why are you afraid? Have you
still no faith?” Indeed, during this time in our church’s history, it feels stormy. But we can be assured that Jesus is
still guiding our journey and that God is not done with us.
Over the next couple of months, we ask you to pray for us and for all of the General Conference delegates. Feel
free to continue contacting us to let us know your thoughts, concerns, and hopes about the future of our church.
If you are planning to attend the special General Conference in February, please let us know! Our conference reserve delegates will be seated together in the stands and will be glad to have you join them during this historic
meeting.
Peace,
Members of the Great Plains Delegation to General Conference

CALENDAR
JANUARY

USHER / GREETER / ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
9:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

1 New Year’s Day- Church office closed
2 Elkhorn Hills Prays
Ladies Fellowship
NO Midweek Ministries / Confirmation
6 Epiphany Sunday- Two Worship Services Resume
Sunday School Resumes
Youth Council Mtg
Pickleball

Jan 6

9:00am
10:00am
9

& 10:30am
10:30am
11:45am
7:00pm

Jan 13

Greeter

Bryan & Julie Fraser

Usher

Greg Gillham, Dennis Hume

Acolyte

Colin Agnew, Chloe Wilson

Greeter

Phil & Jane Ward

Usher

Dick & Cheryl Parcher

Acolyte

Aiden Arens, Emily Arens

Greeter

Linda Holloway, Pam Swan

7 YES Meal delivered
SPRC
Book Club at Scooter Coffee House

12:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

9 Midweek Ministries & Confirmation

6:30pm

Usher

Kevin & Sara Bisanz

11 Knit & Sew Group

9:30am

Acolyte

Harper Beaudoin, Brady Sagehorn

12 United Methodist Men
The Un-Hanging of the Advent Decorations

9:00am
9:30am

Greeter

Kim Wollin, Dennis Hume

Usher

Tom & Lena Beeson

Acolyte

Madison Bossert, Mackenzie McBeth

13 Worship
Adult Ed Mtg
Mission Mtg
Children’s Ministry Mtg
Trustees Mtg
Pickleball

Jan 20

Jan 27

9 & 10:30
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
6:30pm
7:00pm

USHER / GREETER SCHEDULE
10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
Jan 6

14 MCO (Marketing, Communication, Outreach) Mtg.
Finance Mtg

6:00pm
7:00pm

16 Midweek Ministries & Confirmation

6:30pm

Jan 13

18 -19 Youth Winter Retreat
20 Youth Led Worship
Admin Council Mtg
Pickleball

9

& 10:30am
11:30am
7:00pm

23 Midweek Ministries & Confirmation
27 Worship
Special Speaker Presentation - Family Life Center
VNA (Hospice)
Worship Mtg.

6:30pm
9

Jan 20

Eve

Jan 27

& 10:30am
10:30am
11:30am

30 Midweek Ministries & Confirmation

Happy
New
Year
2019
Blessings of Joy and Peace, Good
Health and Prosperity to you.

6:30pm

Greeter

Brenty Klanderud

Usher

Ginger Avery

Greeter

Margie Crumley

Usher

Mike Ough

Greeter

Jon Iberg

Usher

Candy Iberg

Greeter

Mona Grabher

Usher

Fred Grabher

The Un-Hanging of the Greens (Advent Decorations) is
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 12th at 9:30a.m. Please come,
help take down and pack away the decorations for next year.
The Worship Committee has offered to provide a continental
type breakfast and you get the opportunity of a couple hours
of fellowship with your church family. Please sign-up on the
event sheet located on the church office window.

MWM (Midweek Ministries)

(Wednesday Nights)
6:15pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Heavenly Bells Rehearsal
Triple G Youth Group (6th-12th Grades)
Confirmation (7th-8th Grade)
Women’s Bible Study
Bible Study with RC Hoover
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

WORSHIP
Coming Up in Worship This Month
January 6th – Worship with Communion at 9am and 10:30am, Sunday School 10:30am
January 13th – Worship at 9am & 10:30am with Human Relations Day Special Offering
January 18th & 19th – Youth Winter Retreat Worship Services at 7pm in the Sanctuary
January 20th – Youth Sunday Worship at 9am & 10:30am with Guest Preacher, Lynne Benik
January 27th – Worship at 9am & 10:30am and Special VNA Presentation at 10:30am

Human Relations Day Special Offering – January 13th
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will find what Jesus called “the least of
these.” Those living in the margins of society, struggling to survive. People like:
*An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang.
*A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas.
*An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for work.
Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s what we want to model as the
people of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we established Human Relations
Day as a Special Sunday that calls our churches to participate in helping all of God’s children to realize their
potential. Please prayerfully consider how you may give to support these ministries in 2019 and join us on Sunday, January 13th for that special offering time.

The Heavenly Bells played in worship throughout Advent.
Thank you for the wonderful music!
Bell Choir Rehearsals will resume on February 6th. If you would like to join
the Heavenly Bells and be a bell ringer, email Deb Eidam at eidamdeb@yahoo.com.

TRUSTEE TIDBITS
The final maintenance item for the year was handled by Randy Bruner and Bob Heliker in December. ALL parking lot lighting is working now. They spent a Saturday morning replacing all of the
bulbs. Randy is on the lift if you look closely. Bob was the ground crew.
The Trustees are appreciative to all who help keep our church facility in a safe environment for
everyone at Elkhorn Hills to worship and enjoy church activities through fellowship. It takes many
helping hands, Thank You!

Your 2019 Trustee Committee: Randy Bruner-Chairperson; Bob Heliker, Lena Beeson, Phil Ward,
Teri Tillman, Jeb Christiansen, Howard Bergman, Jim Martin, Todd Langan, Valerie Haase

CHILDREN’S NEWS
WELCOME BACK! We are excited to see all those smiling faces returning to Sunday School on January 6th.
We have a lot of fun activities plan for the new year.

The children have been doing great with offering! We are well on our way to meeting our goal
of $200. Please try to remember to send offering with your child every week. We teach them about the reasons we bring offering and
how much it helps the church.

Acolyte is a fun way for your children to get involved in the services.
Please remember to check the monthly schedules that come out from Emily
each month and check when your kiddo is scheduled!
If you have any questions contact Emily Gale.

We hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas. Preschool and Parents’ Day Out will resume on Monday,
January 7th. We are excited to get started with school and kick off the New Year!

We will hold Parent Teacher Conferences on January 31st & February 1st.

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year will begin January 30st for current
families. We will open to the public starting February 4.

YOUTH GROUP SCOOP!!
***All of these events are for the Sr. AND Middle High group***

Back by popular demand, the Youth will be selling pans of enchiladas from December 9th through January 6th. Order
forms will be available in the Narthex during those dates. The cost of the enchiladas is $20 for a pan of 8. Orders will be available to
pick up on Saturday, January 19th prior to worship at the Winter Retreat or on Sunday, January 20th between services and after the
second service. Youth, if you sell and help make the enchiladas, you will receive a portion of the proceeds that you can use for your
Summer mission trips.

Mark your calendars for the Youth Winter Retreat – January 18th and 19th with Youth leading worship on January
20 ! You won’t want to miss out on this amazing experience. Lynne Benik will be returning as our guest speaker again this year.
We’ll have a weekend of worship, serving together and preparing our enchiladas. Registration forms and information have been sent
out. REGISTRATIONS ARE DUE BY JANUARY 6th. Confirmation students – you are required to attend! Contact Jenny
Meyer if you are able to help chaperone the weekend.
th

The Youth will be leading both worship services on Sunday, January 20th. Lynne Benik will provide our message for
the morning. The Youth Praise Band will lead us in uplifting worship music. Greeters, Ushers, Scripture Readers, Prayer Leaders,
etc. are needed for these services. Please contact Jenny Meyer to volunteer for one of these spots.

TRIPLE G YOUTH GROUP meets Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Sr. High Youth Room. We
kick off the evening with a game (usually led by one of the youth), then grab a snack and head in for our devotion and journaling time and God Sightings. This year we will break into small groups after we journal. Grab a friend and bring them to
join in on this great evening!

Sr. High Mission Trip Destination 2019 – Lexington County, South Carolina (July 6-14). Registration is now
open. A $50 non-refundable deposit will secure your spot. Please contact Jenny Meyer to receive a registration form or for
more information. CHAPERONES ARE NEEDED FOR THIS TRIP! (Open to all youth who will be in 9th through 12th
grade in the Fall of 2019 and any college students who would like to attend). DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS MARCH 1st!
Middle High Youth – June 14-15, 2019. We will be staying in Omaha to volunteer this year. (Open to all youth who will be in
the 6th grade through 8th grade in the Fall of 2019). Registration forms will be emailed out to Middle High parents. Please
return all registration forms by APRIL 1st!

Sunday School is an awesome time to come together with your friends to share in discussion about topics that affect teens’ everyday lives. Come learn more about God and how you can put your faith to use in your daily lives. Middle High
meets in the Middle High youth room off the Library and the Sr. High meet in their youth room off the Family Life Center.
Gretchen Robinson and Jenny Meyer switch off leading the Mid-High class and Greg Roberg and Randy Bruner switch off leading
the Sr. High group. We can’t wait to see what great discussions come out from these groups this year!

WE ARE IN NEED OF PARENTS OR ADULT VOLUNTEERS (23 and over) to help with Middle High Sunday
School and Wednesday night youth group. Contact Jenny Meyer if you are interested in helping!
YOUTH MISSION STATEMENT
“Elkhorn Hills Youth Ministry exists to EXPOSE teenagers to God’s love while preparing them to SHARE God’s word,
and EXALT in the Lord, all while OFFERING their services to the Lord and CONNECTING with others.

CHURCH FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS!

ANNIVERSARIES!

JANUARY
01
02
02
03
04
04
07
08
08
08
11
11
13
15
16
18
18
18
19
19

MICAH PLOUZEK
RONI MURPHY
WALT CRAFT
BRYAN FRASER
JOHN GRAEVE
ALAN DARETY
GREG RITNOUR
DICK PARCHER
CAITLYN MCBETH
ZACHARY SPANGENBERG
ANNE KENT
PARKER CRISMAN
NOLAN LANE
ROD NELSON
BRIAR RITTER
JIM RITNOUR
DUSTIN PETERSON
ASHLEY TORREY
APRIL BEHNKE
BODE BROCKMANN

JANUARY
20
21
21
21
23
24
24
24
25
25
27
28
28
28
28
29
30
30
31
31

ANGELA HECKENS
SUSAN SCHUTTE
SARAH LANE
ARCHER O'SHEA
JACK BAUMERT
DARLA LANGENDORFER
ASHER THOMPSON
PATTY LANGAN
ROBERT BARNES
SIERRA CAMMACK
DANA MCGUIRE
CAROLYN SEAMAN
BEAU BAUMERT
KERRI CARLETON
SAMANTHA ZELFEL
SAM PETERSON
LYLE DIKE
ROBERT FLINT
VALERIE HAASE
GAYLE PRESTON

02 BRAD & NANCY SHERWOOD
07 RANDY & JAN SPIEGEL

CELEBRATIONS
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Taylor (Mead) Hitt
who were married at Christ UMC in Lincoln, NE on Saturday,
December 29th!
Pastor Rebecca officiated.
December Baptism Celebrations at Elkhorn Hills for:
Dec. 2nd - Jovie McMenamin
Dec. 9th - Jack Peterson, Sadie Peterson
Dec. 23rd - Kaia Pinkard

THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER!

I’ve always thought kids are the most important part
of our lives...for two reasons.

•

Please email entries to the church office at
office@elkhornhillsumc.org. Entries should include
copy-ready text and all chosen graphics.

When they’re young they’re helpless & innocent and
need and deserves our guidance, love and protection.

•

Entries received by the 20th of the month will be reviewed for
inclusion in the next month’s issue.

And, pretty soon they’ll be running the place. So, that means they
absolutely need all the help they can get.

•

Please be advised that entries may be edited to fit within allotted
space and to help ensure a positive reading experience for all.

So, we should be as nice & helpful as we can to every child we see,
whenever and wherever.

•

Thank you. We look forward to reading your contributions!

by Stan Holt

And I’m not saying this just because I have a brand new little baby
granddaughter who is an absolutely cute, precious little bundle of baby
human.
It’s the Truth!

SMALL GROUPS
BOOK CLUB - Meets at Scooter’s Coffee House in Elkhorn at
6:30pm. Next meeting is Jan 7th. The book being reviewed is Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaberini. For more information on this
small group contact Jan Heliker.
For the February 4th meeting the book read will be Educated by Tara
Westover.
“Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho. Tara Westover has crafted
a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an education
offers: the perspective to see one’s life through new eyes, and the will to
change it.”(provided by publisher)
BREAKFAST CLUB - This Adult Sunday School class meets during
the Sunday School hour 10:30-11:30am in the Conference Room. If you
would like to join them or have any questions about their group you may
reach out to Jan Heliker.
GRACE Class - Join us for Sunday School in the Grace Class 10:3011:30am. For more info on this group contact Lena Beeson.
COMEDY NIGHT- sponsored by the Grace Class is back by popular
demand in the new year. Save the date, February 9th for a delicious meal,
plenty of laughs and great fellowship!
WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASSES
Women’s Bible Study - On January 9th, Finding Your Personal Gifts
(one lesson class) led by Sherri Kaufmann. If you are interested in this
class please contact Sherri for a questionnaire, to be filled out and brought
to the Jan. 9th class for discussion.
A new bible study Max On Life by Max Lucado starts January 16th. During this study they will discuss the big questions in life featuring powerful
real life stories from people who have faced hard situations about life and
faith: suffering, marriage, disciplining children, dying and why a loving
God sends people to hell.
RC Hoover’s Study – This group covers various books in the bible for
discussion. No homework. New attendees and drop-ins welcome!
2019 Winter Jam Concert! Thursday, January 24th at the Mid
-America Center in Council Bluffs. $15 at the door will get you in to
see Newsboys United; Mandisa; Rend Collective; Hollyn; Newsong;
Danny Gokey and many others plus hear messages from inspirational
speakers! It's a great night of worship! Middle & Sr. High Youth, if
you are interested in going, please contact Jenny Meyer
(jjl_1971@yahoo.com) by January 20th so that we can plan
drivers. Doors open at 6 p.m., but we will want to be there no later
than 5 p.m. to get in line! (Seats are first come, first serve!)
CAMP FONTANELLE LEGACY DINNER
Saturday, January 12th
4pm optional reception & camp tour; 5pm supper
Camp Fontanelle, Riverview Lodge.
Camp Fontanelle & the NE UMF invite you to attend a delicious, FREE
dinner which offers information about how to maximize your gifts in a
cost-effective, tax-advantaged manner. You will also hear a Mission Moment offered from members of the Camp Fontanelle family.
Contact Kristine Roberts (chr of the Camp’s Site Council) at (402)6601744 or by email kroberts_84@zoho.com RSVPs by Wed. Jan. 9th.
Adult -only session.

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH (LLB)- LLB will be having lunch at Johnny’s
Italian Steakhouse, Wednesday, January 30th at 11:30. If anyone needs a ride,
we will carpool from the church at 11:00. To help with reservations, please
sign the signup list on the church office window. All women are welcome.
KNIT & SEW GROUP The group plans on meeting on the second Fridays
of the month at 9:30am. If you like to sew, knit or crochet this is the small
group for you. They are involved in mission outreach with their beautiful and
needed & welcomed items. Visit with Jan Heliker for more information.
TRIPLE F GROUP - This fun group meets once a month for food and fellowship. Each month it is hosted by different members of the group. For more
information, contact Julie Fraser.
SCRIP Program is offered at Elkhorn Hills. Gift cards are sold in between
Sunday services. There are many vendor cards available. Stop by and check out
the list and visit with Kim Wollin. She is our new scrip coordinator for the
church. A % of each card purchased is rebated back to Elkhorn Hills. This is a
great program for everyone.
Join the Fun, Fellowship Time
Mens’ Basketball plays pickup ball on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm in the FLC
(contact Lynn Ferdig)
Pickle Ball -join us for a fun game on Sunday evenings from 7-9pm in the FLC
(contact Brett Ritter)

YES (Youth Emergency Services) It’s cold outside! So the January 7
meal will be “Hot” baked potato bar. Diane Bengtson is coordinating
January’s meal. Questions: Diane at dianebengtson@yahoo.com

Additional Adult Education
January 27th – Adult Ed is sponsoring a presentation given by the VNA in the
Family Life Center during the Sunday School hour. They will discuss services
provided by the VNA with emphasis on Hospice. Anyone interested is welcome. A special invitation is issued to the Adult Sunday School classes.
UPCOMING OPPORTUNITY - SAVE THE DATE
March 9th - Woman’s Day ! More Information Coming Soon.

COPE CORNER - Christian Outreach Program Elkhorn
Thanks so much to everyone who donated to the adopt a family project and the
many who helped with the Christmas party. The confirmation class that sponsored a craft table, thanks.
Update on the sale of Community of Grace church, the church did sell and will
be final in February. Jim Tomanec has been talking with the pastor of the new
church but it looks like the COPE operation will be looking for a new home. If
you are aware of property in the Elkhorn area that is affordable to a non-profit
organization please contact myself or Jim at the COPE office.
Please keep COPE in your prayers,
Gods blessing,
Lori Hullinger
COPE representative
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